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Overview
OPS Petroleum Program 

Aboveground petroleum storage tanks
What's regulated?  What's required?

Propane (LPG) storage tanks



OPS Petroleum Program
Storage Tank Compliance

Petroleum USTs 110+ gallons 
and ASTs between 660 and 

40,000 gallons; liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and 
retail sale of compressed 

natural gas (CNG), liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), and 

hydrogen

Marketplace 
equity, fuel 
quality, and 
consumer 
complaints

Reimbursement of 
costs related to 
assessment and 

cleanup of 
petroleum 

contaminated sites

Reduce damage to the 
environment and risk 

to the public caused by 
leaking petroleum 

storage tanks

Petroleum Remediation

Petroleum Storage Tank FundWeights and Measures



93.3%
Technical Compliance Rate

12,388
OPS regulated petroleum storage tanks – aboveground and underground

98%
Fuel dispenser accuracy for         

a fair marketplace

$19 million
Reimbursement to tank owners 
for petroleum cleanup in 2025

$6.5M
Total of compliance incentives for 

upgrades and tank removals to date



Map of Facilities

ops.colorado.gov/Petroleum/maps



OPS Inspectors





Aboveground Storage Tanks (ASTs)



AST Regulations
Most aboveground storage tanks containing petroleum 
are regulated

Regulations cover the design, installation, registration, 
corrosion protection, overfill prevention, monthly and 
annual inspections, and proper closure of ASTs

Aligned with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA 
30 and 30A)



ASTs Not Regulated
ASTs exempt from our regulations:
• ASTs <660 or >39,999 gallons
• ASTs used to store liquids whose fluidity is less than 

that of 300 penetration asphalt
• ASTs used to store heating oil used on site
• ASTs at mining facilities and construction and 

earthmoving projects, including gravel pits, quarries, 
and borrow pits (with OPS approval)

Note: All ASTs over 60 gallons must meet fire code



AST Installation Permitting

  



AST Installation Permitting

A complete application includes:
• The application
• A dimensional site plan
• AST Certified Installer (effective 1/1/2027)
• If underground piping is installed a UST Certified 

Installer is needed
• An alternative fuels compatibility form 

for ethanol blends >10% or biodiesel blends 
>20%



AST Installation Permitting

Provide all required documentation to OPS for review at least 20 
working days or 1 month before construction begins

Permit may be revoked if construction has not started within 6 
months

May request extensions in writing

Contact OPS inspector for installation inspection 



AST Registration

A tank registration form will be included with 
the approved installation permit

Tank registration forms must be completed and 
provided to OPS within 30 calendar days after 
the tank is first filled

Tank registration fees are billed annually via 
email, typically each year during the month 
you initially installed the tank



AST Compliance

Monthly visual inspections 
• Quick visual serves as monthly tank release detection
• Can be done by tank owner/rep or contractor
Annual visual inspections
• More thorough than monthly inspections
• Can be done by tank owner/rep or contractor
Formal periodic inspections
• Frequency depends on tank risk
• Need to hire a certified SP001 inspector



AST Compliance

Common violations include:
• Annual visual inspection
• Monthly visual inspections
• Spill bucket at tank fill
• Overfill prevention
• Grounding
• Keep containment area free of combustible materials
• Unpermitted installations and closure without notice



Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)



LPG Regulations
Regs apply to the operation of all LPG container assembly and 
piping systems, including when delivering LPG to a building for 
use as a fuel gas and when utilizing LPG in manufacturing, etc.

Regulations cover tank installation, delivery and dispensing, 
training requirements, and accident reports and investigations

NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2024 edition
NFPA 54, National Fuel Gas Code, 2024 edition



LPG Installation Permitting

Install permits are required for LPG containers with a capacity 
(single or aggregate) over 2,000 gallons and any LPG container 
with a dispenser

A written Incident Prevention Review (Fire 
Safety Analysis) is required for all installations 
with aggregate capacity over 4,000 gallons



LPG Compliance
Corrosion protection is required for all underground steel 
LPG containers and piping
• CP test at installation, 12-18 months later, then every 

three years

LPG piping, regulators, meters and other equipment 
installed in the piping system shall be protected from 
forces anticipated as a result of accumulated snow

Common violations are typically associated with retail 
dispensing equipment



Recent Program Developments

 



A New Way to Report a Release

ops.colorado.gov/petroleum



SB23-280 - Hazardous Materials Mitigation

7 CCR 1101--14, Article 8, Section 8-1 (c) (7)
…only for releases occurring on or after January 1, 2025, the 
owner/operator is eligible for a 10% deductible on reimbursed costs up 
to the first $100,000 reimbursed, with no additional deductible 
thereafter, if the Committee does not impose any reductions for non-
compliance.

New Percent Deductible



Policy 29
$2/gallon of tank volume removed (pre-2008 USTs); 
$1/gallon for newer tanks

Waive cleanup deductible for certain secondarily 
contained upgrades or UST removals

Underground Storage Tank 
Removal Incentives



Questions?
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